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It was our good fortune to co-chair this year’s From the Heart 
program.  We removed ourselves from the hustle and bustle of the 
Holiday Season by doing something special for the boys at Timo-
thy Murphy School and for the organization we are so very pas-
sionate about, The Godmothers. 

 

We met, emailed and called each other with planning to-do lists in 
the months and weeks prior to the party; all in hopes of putting on 
an event that would equal last year’s From the Heart .  We didn’t 
want to let the boys down.  This was going to be their special day 
– the day they would receive a gift with their name on it. 

 

On Friday, December 15th, the Timothy Murphy School library 
was transformed into a magical holiday setting for the boys.  The 
Christmas trees were trimmed, string lights sparkled, garland 
swags hung from the bookcases, abundant holiday-theme stuffed 
animals sat on shelves, Christmas music wafted through the room, 
and marshmallow topped hot cocoa and Santa and wreath deco-
rated cookies sat on trays on holiday dressed table tops.  A large 
leather upholstered chair surrounded by a colorful assortment of 
gifts for each of the boys awaited Santa’s arrival. 

 

Throughout the day, the enthusiastic boys came to the library class 
by class to receive their gifts – many directly from Santa - and join 
in on the festivities we had prepared for them.  They mingled 
around the room with each other and us, ate and drank their 
treats, created frames for their pictures with Santa, and opened 
their gifts with unbelievable speed and joy.  “Thank you, thank 
you, thank you!” and “just what I always wanted” could be 
heard all the way  to Highway 101!  They loved their party, 
their gifts, and you - the Godmothers - for remembering each 
of them during the holiday season and making their special day 
unforgettable.  Their smiles were priceless.  We wish to share 
with you several thank you notes written by the boys to their 
From the Heart Godmothers: 

 

“Dear Godmother,  I thank you for your gentle, and giving 
hearts.  The gift I got from you had ten cars that came with it!!  
Your generosity is appreciated.  The name of the present you 
gave me is called “criss-cross crash’ track set.  Thank you for 
the hot chocolate and crunchy Santa cookies.  Santa looks 
genuine!! You are great!!  Sincerely, Jordan M.” 

 

“Dear Godmother,  Thank you for Mario Hoops 3 on 3.  You 
made my day perk up.  Also, I appreciated hot chocolate and 
the cookie.  I appreciated the time with Santa.  Thank you so 
much for all eternity.  Love, Paul D., RM 3” 

 

“Dear Godmother,  Thank u for the Battle Ship.  Hope I can play it 
with u.  Sincerely, Darrell”  A Godmother with wings was drawn on 
this card. 

 

“Dear Godmother That bought My Gift, Hi! My name is Steve M.,  I 
got a Gift (which is what I Wanted. Thank You!)  I liked It a lot.  I 
wonder Who It Was.  But I care About it..  Love, Steve M, room 1 
TMS Riordan 12 years” Steven scanned in the Godmother’s logo, a 
waving Santa, and Christmas stocking with Santa’s face on his card. 

 

Thank you for the privilege of representing you in the From the Heart 
program this year. 

����������	
���
����������������������������������� ���������������	
���
����������������������������������� ���������������	
���
����������������������������������� ���������������	
���
����������������������������������� �����

����������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

�

���� �������������	
��������
�����
��������������������� ���������������	
��������
�����
��������������������� ���������������	
��������
�����
��������������������� ���������������	
��������
�����
��������������������� ��
������������
������
�
�����������������������������������������
������
�
�����������������������������������������
������
�
�����������������������������������������
������
�
�����������������������������
���
�����
�������
�����
�������
�����
�������
�����
����  �������������

A special thank you to Kathy McNeil, Diane Sandquist, Lynn Elliott, 
Monaco Baking Company,  and Santa and his helper - Ron and Jane 
Landmann  (they drove from Nevada at 5am that morning in foul 
weather to be at the party for the boys!) - for their continued support 
and generosity to the boys at Timothy Murphy School.  
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Hoe Down 2006 

By Dolores Dougherty 

On Friday evening, September 15th, the St. Vincent’s 
Courtyard was crowded with cowboys & cowgirls as 
the Godmothers held their first Hoe Down fundraiser.  
Signs of the west were everywhere: red checkered 
tables, a full sized wagon, hay bales and boots & sad-
dle centerpieces.  The Shannon Rider Band filled the 
air with lively music that kept everyone tapping their 
boots and dancing.  The Wild Fox Restaurant sup-
plied a hearty “Chuck Wagon Dinner.”  

Scott Lamson did a fantastic job of leading the live 
auction and the special pledging auction for God-
mothers’ programs at TMS.  The response to both 
was overwhelming. 

The evening was such an outstanding success that 
plans are afoot to repeat this event in 2007.  We are 
very grateful to the donors & supporters listed below 
who so kindly contributed to this event.  With their 
help, we realized a net profit of over $34,700. 

Thanks to the Chairs: Lynne Prieston & Dolores 
Dougherty, and committee members: Janet Barton, 
Boo Boero, Cheryl Boufford, Monique Bricca, Lynn 
Elliott & Debbie Oliver.  In addition, all of the won-
derful volunteers who set up, sold tickets, tended bar, 
and cleaned up made the evening fun for everyone. 

Hoe Down Donors & Supporters: 

Wild Fox Restaurant 

Alioto’s Restaurant 

E & O Trading Company 

Moylan’s Brewing Company 

Scotty’s Market 

Paula Simi 

La Bella Party Rentals 

Cagwin & Dorward Landscape Contractors 

Impression in Print 

Jim Nelson Printing�

 
Pumpkin Patch 2006 
By Janice Wanigatunga 
The Pumpkin Patch was a great success raising just over 
$30,000. because of the incredible teamwork involved.  
We had an amazing amount of Godmothers who 
volunteered in different capacities to help out.  Ellen 
Kruger ordered the pumpkins, and Janet Barton 
coordinated the decorations and set-up.  Monique Bricca 
and Debbie McHugh contacted and scheduled all the 
school visits as well as Godmother and High School 
volunteers.  Mary Cavellini provided items for the 
boutique. Toni Dimperio donated lots of unique wares to 
the boutique.  Nancy Lundy coordinated the jump houses.  
Maria Codoni stocked the Snack Shack weekly. Diane 
Sandquist lined up our sponsors.  Yvette Dias called to 
remind our Godmother's of their scheduled volunteer day. 
Julie Perachoiotti donated hand made pumpkin appliquéd 
aprons as our uniform. I’d also like to acknowledge and 
thank the countless other Godmothers who gave their 
time working at the patch for one or several shifts. It gave 
the Godmothers a chance to meet and work with each 
other. A few of our working Godmothers were happy to 
help us on the weekends.  We were lucky enough to have 
three of our Timothy Murphy boys help on a daily basis 
to clean up and water the plants. We were blessed with 
wonderful weather, which brought out lots of customers 
to enjoy our facilities.  We got several compliments on 
the beautiful selection of pumpkins and gourds we had, 
which made it hard for some to choose one or two, so we 
had several customers who bought a wagon load of 
pumpkins.  A few customers complained about our prices 
being too high, but as soon as one of our Godmother's 
explained our mission, they not only paid for the 
pumpkins, but also gave a donation.  We then put out a 
permanent 'donation jar', in which we collected an 
average of $30.00 a day. It was wonderful seeing the 
school children enjoying the freedom of running in an 
open field, riding in the wagons, playing in the hay pile 
and taking endless turns on the jump houses. It was also 
very satisfying to see a lot of familiar faces from the 
neighborhood who came out to support us. We had lots of 
Mother's clubs, family gatherings, birthday parties and 
large groups enjoy our picnic facilities.  We are truly 
blessed. 
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Happy Hubbub in the Life Skills Lab 

by Linda Graber 

“My grandmother used to have a blender just like 
that!  I haven’t seen her for three years.”  

“Do you know about my special name?  It’s 
“Apollo” and I’m named after a Greek god! 

“Could I maybe get an after school job that’s at 
Northgate Mall? Maybe I could meet girls there?” 

How does it feel to interact with the boys?  As Life 
Skills volunteers teach their Upper and Lower 
School lesson plans, they meet almost all the boys 
at TMS in action-packed, high-intensity sessions.  
There’s just a little bit of shy awkwardness at first, 
as boys and Godmothers begin the lesson.  Before 
long, everyone is up to their elbows in a new, excit-
ing experience.  Boys absorb the personal attention 
and hands-on activities like sponges; Godmothers 
feel both touched and shocked by unpredictable 
mixture of skills and deficits the boys display.  Is 
“John” actually reading the handout, or is he just 
holding the paper and guessing about what is says? 
 Why do “Paul’s” hands shake as he attempts to use 
the potato peeler?  “George’s” grin is as glorious as 
a sunrise when he serves samples of the smoothie 
he made to all his classmates.  “Hey!  Now it’s my 
turn to help! “I didn’t know I could do that!” 

“This is fun!  When are you coming back?” 

Development News 
By Diane Sandquist 

 

I would like to thank all of the Godmothers and their husbands, the 
companies, banks and community members for their help in underwrit-
ing our Pumpkin Patch expenses.  Without their support, we would not 
have achieved such great success. 

Special Thanks 

Bank of Marin - Joan Capurro 

Circle Bank - Dorie Young 

The Mechanics Bank - Jeanete Roye 

Luther Burbank - Armando Gomez 

First Federal Savings and Loan - Marilyn Shaw 

Bronco Re Corporation - Tom Fair and Monique Bricca 

CoCoMo - Daruka and Janice Wanigatunga 

Cagwin & Dorward - Patricia Mercurio 

A.F. Evans Company - Bill and Mary McClure 

Wild Fox - Arthur and Lynn Prieston 

Matt Larsen 

Mike Schalich 

Thank you also to all the wonderful volunteers that worked at the 
Pumpkin Patch. Without your support, this event could not have hap-
pened. God Bless and have a wonderful New Year. 
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This year our Bingo Luncheon will be on Wednesday, May 16th, 
and we need your help in composing our "fabulous" gift baskets.  
Our member contributions have made them into much sought-
after awards.  This becomes a great way for each of you to par-
ticipate in this fun event. 

 Last year's basket themes were a big hit and so we'll repeat 
some of them and add a few new ideas.  We would appreciate 
new  items for the following baskets:  Italian, French, Mexican, 
Asian, Garden, Spa, Kitchen, Film/Book, Romance/Swe et, 
and Beach/Picnic .  Some donation ideas are home decor items, 
books, non-perishable food, videos/DVDs/CDs, gift certificates.  
These are just suggestions...let your imagination go wild!  And, of 
course, cash donations are always welcome. 

Donation items can be dropped off at the school office or the 
computer lab.  In addition, we'd be happy to pick up any donation 
items from you.   

 Please contact Dolores Dougherty if you have any questions.   
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The theme for this year's Bingo luncheon is 
“ Bingo Las Vegas” .   We are very fortunate to 
have this year’s invitation designed and printed 
by the Westamerica Bank’s Marketing Depart-
ment.   Watch your mailbox in April for this 
spectacular invitation.   

 

Bingo Las Vegas is a fun theme and the God-
mothers will come up with some creative ideas 
for this theme.   Janet Barton and I will be co-
chairing this year’s event.  We are fortunate to 
have the following Godmothers as Committee 
Chairs: 

 

· Debbie Patane – Reservations 

· Karen Lamson & Paula Sauve – Decorat-
ing 

· Diane Sandquist – Food 

· Dolores Dougherty – Basket Coordinator 

· Boo Boero – Vendors 

· Kathy McNeil – School Liaison 

 

We are still looking for a volunteer to handle the 
Silent Auction.  If you are interested, please con-
tact Monique Bricca @ 415-479-6316 or e-mail 
her @ nikkenfemme@comcast.net for details.  
Watch your e-mail for other opportunities to 
help with the Bingo Las Vegas event. 

��

This year we will again have outside vendors 
selling their merchandise in the boutique.   
Bingo vendors will receive 60 percent on the sale 
of their merchandise.  If you or a friend has 
merchandise that you would like to sell at the 
bingo luncheon, please contact our Bingo Ven-
dor Coordinator, Boo Boero at 415-459-1523 for 
further details.  �
��

It’s your continued support that helps Timothy 
Murphy School come closer to their dream of 
each boy becoming an independent, contributing 
member of our community.  Thanks in advance 
for your support making this event such a tre-
mendous success. 

�

���������	
�������
 �������
� �
 �����������	
�������
 �������
� �
 �����������	
�������
 �������
� �
 �����������	
�������
 �������
� �
 ��� ���������������������������
����������������
������������������
 �����������������
������������������
 �����������������
������������������
 �����������������
������������������
 �
�
�
������������	�������
�� 
����
������
�
������������	�������
�� 
����
������
�
������������	�������
�� 
����
������
�
������������	�������
�� 
����
�����
�
�
� �
����
 
�������������������������
�
� �
����
 
�������������������������
�
� �
����
 
�������������������������
�
� �
����
 
������������������������
��
�����
�������
�
��
���
��

�� ��
 �!"���
�����
�������
�
��
���
��

�� ��
 �!"���
�����
�������
�
��
���
��

�� ��
 �!"���
�����
�������
�
��
���
��

�� ��
 �!"�
#$$%������
�
��
��#&"�#$$%�'���#$$%������
�
��
��#&"�#$$%�'���#$$%������
�
��
��#&"�#$$%�'���#$$%������
�
��
��#&"�#$$%�'���
����
�����
�
�( 
��)&**�*&��������
�����
�����
�
�( 
��)&**�*&��������
�����
�����
�
�( 
��)&**�*&��������
�����
�����
�
�( 
��)&**�*&��������
�
������
��������������������������������
��������������������������������
��������������������������������
��������������������������
+���
��,���
���������+���
��,���
���������+���
��,���
���������+���
��,���
���������� ���



Valentine Ball 

by Janet Barton 

With the Valentine Ball rapidly approaching on Feb 10th, 
keep your eyes on the mailbox for the invitation to arrive 
very soon.  Every year we make and donate 10 large, 
beautiful baskets that are auctioned off the night of the 
Ball.  We need items for the baskets. The themes of this 
year’s baskets are; Italian, Greek, French, Love and Ro-
mance, Spa, Cooking, Garden, Lavender Bath, Movie 
Night and New Baby.  

 
Some ideas and suggestions for items include CD’s, 
DVDs, cookbooks, spa products, gift certificates for mani-
cures and spa treatments, perfume, picture frames, cham-
pagne and glasses, pasta products, cooking items, olive oil, 
bottles of wine, gift certificates from restaurants, etc.   Use 
your imagination; we really need your help.  Items can be 
left in the school library or computer lab.  The last day for 
donations is Jan 31st. 

   

We’d love to see a large turnout of Godmothers at the 
event as well. It’s fun to go with a group of friends, or pur-
chase a table from your business and invite your clients. 
Last year’s party was one of Marin’s best, and this year’s 
will be even better.  
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Technology  

by  Lynn Elliott 

 

WANTED – New Computers!!!  It has been the God-
mothers’ mission to maintain a state of the art com-
puter lab for the TMS boys.   Currently, the computer 
lab has 13 MAC computers which are approximately 
6 years old.  These computers are outdated technol-
ogy and have been used well past their usefulness.  
To fulfill our mission, we need to upgrade to new PC 
computers with the current technology.    Up to date 
computers will be instrumental in preparing our boys 
to be successful in the information age. 

 

Presently, we are searching for funding opportunities 
for the purchase of these computers.  If you have any 
suggestions, please e-mail me at lynn.e@verizon.net.   
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     A reminder to everyone that there is a 
membership application form in the back 
of your Handy book. Refer a friend! We 
love new members.  

     If you know of  a Godmother who is ill 
or has a loved one that is ill and in need of 
cheering up, let me know and I’ll send 
them a card on behalf of the Godmothers. 

     Our membership has grown to 208. 

 Thank you, 

Karen Lamson 

Membership Chair 
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Happy New Year! 

Have you recovered from the Holidays?  Have you made any New Year’s Resolutions?  How about for this years New 
Years Resolution we all once again renew our commitment to the boys of Timothy Murphy School. 

Our Mission Statement: The Godmothers is a group of volunteers which actively supports the school’s educational pro-
gram through fundraising and direct financial contributions, as well as donating time and talents to promote a nurturing 
environment for the boys.  Most of all, every Godmother seeks to let each boy at Timothy Murphy School know that he 
is special. 

Have you thought about our mission statement and what it means to you?  

There are three unique components of our mission statement. 

The mission provides Purpose, Passion and Power. 

The mission statement helps guide us as a volunteer group as we try to respond to those needs of the boys. The mission 
serves as the foundation on which the primary goals of the Godmothers are built and helps with our success. 

The mission statement reminds us that first and foremost we are here to help the boys. 

I am in the unique position to be able to work with so many of our members and watch them fulfill our mission. Each 
one of you has the passion and ability to make a valuable impact. 

Thank you so much for of all that you do to help us achieve our mission statement goal!  
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